
 

 

 
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

July 5, 2026 
 

Holy Eucharist at 11:00 a.m. 
Our worship is according to The Book of Common Prayer. The 11:00 a.m. service is a celebration of Holy 

Eucharist on the first, third and fifth Sundays of the month, as well as major feast days. The second and fourth 

Sundays generally offer a service of Morning Prayer. Both Holy Eucharist and Morning Prayer follow “Rite I” in 

The Book of Common Prayer.   
 

This leaflet contains everything you will need to participate actively. Hymn numbers refer to The Hymnal 1982 

and Lift Every Voice and Sing (LEVAS), found in your pew, and those preceded with S are pieces of service music 

located at the front of The Hymnal 1982.  
 

PRELUDE            

 

RECTOR’S GREETINGS                 The Rev. Adrian Dannhauser 
 

INTROIT          If with All Your Hearts, “Elijah” op. 56           Mendelssohn 
 

Ye people, rend your hearts and not your garments for 

your transgressions: the prophet Elijah hath sealed 

the heavens through the word of God. I therefore say 

to ye: forsake your idols, return to God; for He is slow 

to anger, and merciful, and kind, and gracious, and 

repenteth Him of the evil.  
 

‘If with all your hearts ye truly seek Me, ye shall ever 

surely find Me.’ Thus saith our God. Oh! that I knew 

where I might find Him, that I might even come 

before His presence! 
  

Zerreißet eure Herzen und nicht eure Kleider! Um 

unsrer Sünden willen hat Elias den Himmel 

verschlossen, durch das Wort des Herrn! So bekehret 

euch zu dem Herrn, eurem Gott, denn er ist gnädig, 

barmherzig, geduldig und von großer Güte und reut 

ihn bald der Strafe. 
 

So ihr mich von ganzem Herzen suchet, so will ich 

mich finden lassen«, spricht unser Gott. Ach, daß ich 

wußte, wie ich ihn finden und zu seinem Stuhle 

kommen möchte! 

HYMN 594   All stand.             Cwm Rhondda      
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second 

is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the 

Law and the Prophets. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   sung by all                               S 278 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy Spirit. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, who hast taught us to keep all thy commandments by loving thee and our neighbor: Grant 

us the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to thee with our whole heart, and united to 

one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON   All sit.        Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
 

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. 

The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has 

become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, 

silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and 

donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to 

my master when she was old; and he has given him 

all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, 

‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the 

daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but 

you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and 

get a wife for my son.’ 
 

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the 

God of my master Abraham, if now you will only 

make successful the way I am going! I am standing 

here by the spring of water; let the young woman who 

comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give 

me a little water from your jar to drink,” and who will 

say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels 

also” —let her be the woman whom the Lord has 

appointed for my master’s son.’ 
 

“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was 

Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her 

shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. 

I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ She quickly let 

down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and 

I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she 
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also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose 

daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of 

Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So 

I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her 

arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, 

and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, 

who had led me by the right way to obtain the 

daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now 

then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, 

tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to 

the right hand or to the left.” 
 

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you 

go with this man?” She said, “I will.” So they sent 

away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with 

Abraham’s servant and his men. And they blessed 

Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, 

become thousands of myriads; may your offspring 

gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then 

Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, 

and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, 

and went his way. Now Isaac had come from Beer-

lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out 

in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he 

saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and 

when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the 

camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over 

there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant 

said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and 

covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the 

things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into 

his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she 

became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was 

comforted after his mother’s death. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 45:11-18 

 

 

 

 
 

11 “Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; forget your people and your father’s house. 

12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; he is your master; therefore do him honor. 

13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; the rich among the people seek your favor.”  ANTIPHON 
 

14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; her gown is cloth-of-gold.   

15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 

16 With joy and gladness they are brought, and enter into the palace of the king. 

17 “In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; you shall make them princes over all the earth. 

18 I will make your name to be remembered from one generation to another; therefore nations will praise you for 

ever and ever.”  ANTIPHON 
 

SECOND LESSON                      Romans 7:15-25a 
 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do 

what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I 

do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 

But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 

dwells within me. For I know that nothing good 

dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what 

is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I 

want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I 

do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but 

sin that dwells within me. 

 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is 

good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law 

of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members 

another law at war with the law of my mind, making 

me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 

members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue 

me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTIPHON 
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HYMN 718   All stand.                       National Hymn 
        

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew. 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this 

generation? It is like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played 

the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, 

and you did not mourn.’ 
 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they 

say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating 

and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 

wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 

things from the wise and the intelligent and have 

revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was 

your gracious will. All things have been handed over 

to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except 

the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 

Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 

him. 
 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

SERMON        The Rev. Adrian Dannhauser 
 

NICENE CREED   All stand and face the high altar. 
 

All I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things     

     visible and invisible; 
   

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before  

all worlds, God of God, light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father; through him all things were made; who for us and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended 

into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with 

glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 

  And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the  

Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 

who spake by the Prophets. 
   

And I believe in one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for  

the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   All sit or kneel. 
 

Celebrant Because our lives are joined forever in Christ, we unite our voices in prayer.  
 

Leader For the whole body of Christ and all who bear his holy name, that we may serve him with glad and 

generous hearts and proclaim the Gospel in word and deed. Lord, in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 
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Leader  For a new birth of peace on earth among all nations, that those who govern and lead may know  

truth and practice integrity, and that all peoples may grow together in one accord. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  For us and all the people of this land, that we may have grace to carry the torch of freedom and  

maintain our liberties with righteousness, dignity, and humility. Lord, in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  For all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, especially victims of war, those forced to flee their native  

countries because of persecution and violence, those imprisoned unjustly, those on our parish 

prayer list, and those we name now in silence or aloud. 
 

The people may add their own names in silence or aloud. 
 

Leader  Lord, in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader For the faithful departed and all who have died, especially those we name now in silence or aloud. 
 

The people may add their own names in silence or aloud. 
 

Leader  Lord, in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  For those who visit our parish, that they may see and know the Good News of God in Christ in this  

holy place and in its people, and find hospitality and welcome in our midst. Lord, in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of  

your people and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Celebrant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 

A period of silent reflection is kept. 
 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 

delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the Glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 

all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon 

and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. God so loved the world, that he gave his only-

begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 

THE PEACE   All stand. 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 
  

All greet one another in the name of the Lord and then are seated. 
 



Page 6 

 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCES 
  

The Ushers receive the collection from the congregation. We invite your offering for the support of the Church’s mission in 

the world, and in thanksgiving for all that God has provided. To make a one-time or recurring gift online, please visit 

churchoftheincarnation.org/donate, text “Madison209” to 73256, or scan the QR code below. Thank you for your generosity. 
  

 
 

SOLO       The Holy City       Adams 
 

Last night I lay a-sleeping 

There came a dream so fair 

I stood in old Jerusalem 

Beside the temple there 

I heard the children singing 

And ever as they sang 

Methought the voice of angels 

From heav’n in answer ring 

Methought the voice of angels 

From heav’n in answer ring 
 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem 

Lift up your gates and sing 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna to your King! 
 

And then methought my dream was changed 

The streets no longer rang 

Hushed were the glad Hosannas 

The little children sang 

The sun grew dark with mystery 

The morn was cold and chill 

As the shadow of the cross arose 

Upon a lonely hill 

As the shadow of the cross arose 

Upon a lonely hill 
 

And once again the scene was changed 

New earth there seemed to be 

I saw the holy city beside the tideless sea 

The light of God was on the streets 

The gates are opened wide 

And all who would might enter 

And no one was denied 

No need of moon or stars by night 

Or sun to shine by day 

It was the new Jerusalem 

That would not pass away 

It was the new Jerusalem 

That would not pass away 
 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem 

Sing for the night is o’er 

Hosanna in the highest 

Hosanna forevermore 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna forevermore! 

  

DOXOLOGY   sung by all, standing                   Old 100th 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

     

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    
 

http://www.churchoftheincarnation.org/
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Celebrant It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Creator of the light and source of life, who 

hast made us in thine image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with 

Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 

Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
  

SANCTUS   sung by all                     S 128 
      

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION   All sit or kneel.                          Prayer Book, p. 341 
 

Celebrant All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make 

us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our 

nature upon him…. By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

AGNUS DEI   sung by all                                                  S 165 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God: Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins: Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: Give us your peace. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

The Holy Eucharist is the meal that has traditionally nourished the baptized in their life of faith. You may take the bread in 

your hands and then take a sip of wine from the chalice, guiding the chalice bearer’s hand to bring the chalice to your lips. 

Or you may intinct (dip the wafer into the wine). If you wish to receive a blessing instead of Communion, simply fold your 

arms across your chest. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, fold your hands downward. 
 

HYMN 719                       Materna  
  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

All Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us in these 

holy mysteries with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and 

that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company 

of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we 

humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue 

in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 

glory, world without end. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  
 

Celebrant The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 

and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

LEVAS HYMN 226   All stand.                                    Battle Hymn of the Republic 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
  

Celebrant        Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People          Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE                                           
   

Please join us for Coffee Hour in the Parish House following the postlude. Visitors are invited to pick up a welcome bag at 

the back of the church. 
 

The Rev. Adrian Dannhauser, Rector  

The Ven. Denise LaVetty, Archdeacon  

The Rev. Canon George W. Brandt, Honorary Assistant Priest  

The Rev. J. Gregory Morgan, Honorary Assistant Priest  

Dr. Thomas M. Reefer, Director of Music  

Wesley Chinn, Assistant Director of Music  

Romy John Abraham, Seminarian  

Dr. Uche Akwuba II, Master of Ceremonies  

Oseloka Chira, Head Usher  

John Robert Motato, Sexton  

Robert Chipantiza and Emil Ramirez, Assistant Sextons  
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Linda Gossett, Altar Guild 

Oseloka Chira and Christopher Stromee, Ushers 

Brad Donnell and Sondra Carter, Lay Readers 

Brad Donnell, Chalice Bearer 

Maria Ju, Door Greeter at the Parish House 

Grace Yeung, Coffee Hour Host 
 

If you would like to donate Altar Flowers in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving for a special occasion, 

email the Rev. Adrian Dannhauser at adannhauser@churchoftheincarnation.org. The following 

upcoming Sundays are available: July 19 and 26. The requested contribution is $100. 
  

**** 
 

Your prayers are requested for members and friends of the parish who are sick, sorrowful, or in any kind 

of trouble: Tom, Leonor, Harris, Veronica, Steven, Stacey, Ryan, Joan, Nadia, Padmini, Juliana, Jennifer, 

Marcey, Marika, Susan, Ruth, Stephanie, Lorelei, Brian, Bryce, Jaquelyn, Jane, Joseph, Josephine, the Shagdar 

Family, Ann, Julie, Jeanne, Patrick, Dianne, Dawn, Bartley, Mary, Natalia, Megan, Eduardo, Mike, Maria, Edwin, 

Henry, Gilberto, William, Peter, Granville, Andrew, Tom, Dee, Pamela, Corinne, Bill, Annette, Kathy, Carmela, 

Savannah Rose, Alair, Wendy, Deirdre, Donovan, Ellen, Jane, Lillian, Bruno, Tim, Augie, Ana, Sixto, Sandy, 

Lee, Sue, Mary, Michael, Danielle, Doris, Michell, Susan, Pam, Heidi, Monica, Luis, James, Robert, Rick, Allen, 

Barbara, Leslie, Treasure, Marisa, Tom, Ana, John, Emily, Jake, Sam, Cooper, Laurie, Larry, Julian, Barbara, 

Butch, the Russo/Maxwell Families, Santos, John, Katie, Claudia, Sabrina, Monika, Diane, Barbara, Lisa and 

Noelle.  
 

To add a name to the prayer list, call the church or email the Rev. Adrian Dannhauser at 

adannhauser@churchoftheincarnation.org 

 

**** 
 

The Church of the Incarnation, grounded in living faith and inspired by the beauty of our landmark building, 

seeks to engage the community though vibrant and varied worship, loving and practical service to others, and 

intellectual exploration, with a warm and open Christian welcome in the heart of New York City.  
 

If you wish to learn more about our parish community and/or receive our weekly e-minder with spiritual 

reflections, upcoming events, and church news, please fill out the yellow “Connect Card” in your pew and place it 

in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 

 

Church of the Incarnation 

209 Madison Avenue at Thirty-Fifth Street, New York 10016 

(212) 689-6350 • www.churchoftheincarnation.org  

 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
  

Incarnation’s program year runs from mid-September through early June. This means that our Sunday morning 

Bible Study, Children’s classes, and certain other ministries go on hiatus for the summer, including our 

Thursday evening service of Candlelight Communion. The Incarnation Choir also takes a break, and 

we enjoy individual soloists at the principal Sunday service. The 2026-2027 program year will start up on 

Homecoming Sunday, the first Sunday after Labor Day.   

 

mailto:adannhauser@churchoftheincarnation.org
mailto:adannhauser@churchoftheincarnation.org
http://www.churchoftheincarnation.org/
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On the mind of the Rev. J. Gregory Morgan… 
 

“Christianity in today’s America: How it shapes us and we shape it…” 
 

The ever-changing state of religion in America has always intrigued me. Nevertheless, I never expected to find a 

comprehensive article covering the topic in a New Yorker book review! That is, however, precisely where I came 

upon it, in the magazine’s current edition (June 22 – “Soul-Searching: How the American church found its 

followers.”). Having now read it with care, the first thing I would say about it is that it is a wonderful read; this 

should not have surprised me had I realized in advance that it was penned by an executive editor of the publication, 

Michael Luo. I’m using the term “comprehensive” here in the sense of wide-ranging while at the same time 

remaining singularly well-focused on a clearly articulated topic; I’m sure this derives in part from the fact that it is 

ordinarily exceedingly difficult to find a whole series of newly published works on an identical theme at a particular 

point in time.1 
 

If we begin the story of a changing Christianity in our country starting with the birth of the American republic, we 

find that in the late 18th century, organized religion in America was “experiencing an ebbtide” in the context of the 

intellectual movement called the Enlightenment which was impacting all western societies simultaneously. That 

intellectual movement called into question every reality known to western civilization up to that point. This meant 

that even though “Christianity was enmeshed in public life” in the colonies at the time, the first stirrings of 

discontent with the status quo began to be expressed in the form of unhappiness with the heavy-handed posture of 

the various established churches in the colonies which in every case derived from the original faith of the first 

settlers. That original dissatisfaction arose as a result of the influence of the Enlightenment which led to re-

examining everything educated people had come to believe in, including religion. Thus, even the disallowed 

offshoots from the officially sanctioned religious entities were exposed to inquiry, some level of examination and 

criticism (sometimes quite harsh), so that very few new arrivals on the religious stage escaped punishment for 

perceived apostasy (ex: Baptists in New England, Anglicans in Virginia who were ranged on the wrong side in the 

English Civil War, Quakers in Pennsylvania, etc.). Some of the Founding Fathers were themselves sufficiently 

moved by the new reality to call for an end to the persecution of those simply seeking alternative forms of worship 

or polity. Madison in particular became the architect of an emerging Bill of Rights which would ultimately appear 

in the Constitution itself. Although his original proposal for a First Amendment which would protect civil rights in 

religion as well as in other areas of public discourse did not survive the first round of debate, it did live on in a more 

ambiguous form when later enacted by Congress. The reason for the shelving of the original version was the conflict 

between the need to protect religious freedom and the corresponding imperative to acknowledge the great influence 

of the irreligious elements in public life at the time which was significant. In its final form, the amendment forbade 

Congress from enacting “any law respecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

In practice, this amounted to ensuring that faith in the U.S. would be voluntary. The end result of this development 

was a “great deregulation of religion” which ultimately yielded a thriving intellectual marketplace without 

decisively establishing an absolute “wall of separation between State and Church.” The upshot was that the whole 

question of how the winners in this struggle would seek to impose their values and beliefs upon the nation awaited 

resolution in the marketplace of ideas. 
 

What followed this development was a series of attempts at imposing a particular version of faith on the citizenry. 

The first of these chronologically was the Second Great Awakening (the first one had occurred earlier in the 18th 

century) commencing around 1800 in Kentucky and dominated by itinerant Presbyterian, Baptist and Methodist 

clergy. This movement is sometimes referred to as “revivalism;” the term is descriptive, but only in part. It was 

 
1 A note on sources: the particular titles Luo explores in the review are Brook Wilensky-Lanford, A God-Shaped 

Nation; Matthew Sutton, Chosen Land: How Christianity Made America and Americans Remade Christianity; Mark 

Noll, A History of Christianity in the U.S. and Canada; Joseph L. Locke, One State Under God: A History of 

Religion in Texas; and  Roger Finke and Rodney Stark, The Churching of America – certainly an impressive list of 

works with obvious connections. 
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certainly marked by large outdoor events which could be classified as “revivals”, but it extended well beyond this 

to embrace the beginnings of the modern religious right (which positioned race, gender, and sexuality at the center 

of its beliefs); what ultimately came about from this was a merging of revivalism with fundamentalism (in particular, 

the focus of the latter on the inerrancy of scripture and a generally conservative outlook on many fronts from 

domestic matters to political issues). If revivalism brought vitality to the church, it also left it “intellectually 

impoverished.” For example, David Barton, not a scholar but a former youth pastor, wrote many influential books 

in a later period (the 1980s) which in reality became a kind of “cottage industry of historical misinformation that 

reached deep into the world of evangelical churches, home schools and advocacy organizations.” The impact of this 

was to lead to a fusion of Christianity and nationalism which would have lasting influence on that community as 

well as the nation as a whole. 
 

As the nation matured, Christian beliefs in the U.S. emerged in four broad categories or strains: conservative 

(emphasizing the historic creeds and longstanding church tradition), revivalist (converting souls and transforming 

individual lives), liberal (seeking to adapt theology to the latest intellectual trends) and liberationist (using faith to 

achieve social justice). The conservative and revivalist strains developed in the 19th century as explained above; the 

others can be useful labels for later movements within American Christianity reaching sizable audiences 

commencing in the 20th century and extending well beyond. 
 

For example, when Darwin’s theory of evolution, along with loosened sexual mores and technological progress all 

threatened the church’s position by undermining authoritative belief, it became clear that the church needed to 

change so as to hold onto its traditional base of followers. Enter Harry Emerson Fosdick of First Presbyterian New 

York, and you can observe Americans abandoning certain long-held beliefs (the virgin birth, the miracles of Jesus, 

etc.). So, one development that accompanied these changes was the emergence of the social gospel emphasizing 

our obligation to the poor and needy. In response, an aroused group of conservatives pressed for adherence to 

traditional articles of faith (fundamentalism). The latter made great strides until the Scopes trial in the 1920s in 

which the fundamentalists were humiliated by more modern thinking (supporting evolution, for example). But this 

only recharged the fundamentalists who began experimenting with nondenominational worship and gospel 

preaching to win back those adherents whom they had temporarily lost. This was followed by the emergence of 

Billy Graham (and others) and his conversion crusades (“revivals updated for a more contemporary world”), an 

evangelical development reaching hundreds of thousands of people and attempting to woo them back to more 

traditional beliefs and practices.  
 

Then, in the 1960s and 1970s racial, gender, and sexual norms were called into question by great throngs of younger 

people who found the new approaches exciting and liberating; this in turn prompted a reaction from the 

fundamentalists to win whole families back to more traditional beliefs. That reaction brought about a fusion of white 

evangelicalism, charismatic worship, and anti-intellectualism in a powerful combination. A good example of the 

emergence of white Christian nationalism in Christianity at this juncture would be the appeal of Charlie Kirk and 

his Turning Point movement among adolescents and young adults, emphasizing its alliance with the Trump MAGA 

movement. 
 

As already pointed out, the future will be determined by the religious marketplace itself. And this is heavily 

influenced by the demands made upon believers by the leaders of the evangelical wing of the church which has 

battled very successfully with mainline Protestant churches (losing membership as mega-churches grew) as a 

countervailing force. Perhaps what will come next will be a more blended approach to religion in reaction to the 

splintering that has characterized our society in the past. Whatever form it takes will be due in part to historic forces 

at work in the larger body politic which derive from our nation’s ever-changing religious composition and the larger 

forces at work in our society which shape our beliefs and practices over time, often in familiar ways. The past may 

not be an accurate predictor, but its role should not be ignored or minimized. 
 

Fr. Greg 
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SANDWICH SUNDAY 

 

Sunday, July 19, 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. Every third Sunday of the month, parishioners and visitors are invited to the 

Parish Dining Room to help make sandwiches for delivery to a nearby homeless drop-in center.  

 

STORYTIME AND PLANT WORKSHOP WITH OSBORNE KIDS 

 

Saturday, July 25, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. Children whose parents have been affected by the criminal justice system 

will gather in the Assembly Hall for lunch, followed by storytime and a plant workshop for kids. Parishioner 

Michael Wang will offer a reading of his book Leif’s Gift. Michael will also demonstrate plant propagation, and 

children can decorate a small pot for planting.  
 

This event is in partnership with the Osborne Association, part of our ministry to children of incarcerated parents. 

Volunteers are needed to set up before the event, help during the event, and clean up afterward. If you’d like to 

volunteer, speak to Vestry Member Eleanor Flach or email the Rev. Adrian Dannhauser 

(adannhauser@churchoftheincarnation.org).  

 

JOURNEY BAGS FOR LOVED ONES LINK 

 

Loved Ones Link, sponsored by the Osborne Association, is a free bus service that brings families to visit their 

incarcerated loved ones in prison. The service is designed to help families maintain crucial connections during 

incarceration that can strengthen their bonds and support successful reentry. 
  

One of the ways Incarnation can help is by preparing “journey bags” filled with items such as toys, games, and 

snacks that help children and their caregivers pass the time on the bus and feel supported as they embark on a trip 

that can sometimes be difficult. 
  

Our goal is to create 100 journey bags at a cost of $12 each. You can participate by buying items from 

our Amazon Loved Ones Link gift registry: bit.ly/4wcnep5. Or you can donate toward the cost of the bags by 

scanning the QR code below: 
 

 
 

We’ll be assembling the bags after the 11:00 a.m. service on Sunday, August 23. Please join us!  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – HELP MAKE WORSHIP MEANINGFUL 

 

Liturgy is the “work of the people" and requires a village of volunteers – ushers, lay readers, chalice bearers, altar 

guild, hospitality committee, and church tour guides. Volunteers get thin on the ground during summer months, and 

we welcome your help! If you would like to serve in leadership at either of our Sunday services, or simply learn 

what these ministries entail, please contact the Rev. Adrian Dannhauser. 

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR DONATIONS 

 

The slow days of summer are a perfect time for cleaning out closets and decluttering your home. Remember that 

we accept donations for the Christmas Fair year-round! Bring your gently used housewares and other saleable items 

to the Parish House. (Please note we cannot accept clothing.) 

https://t7gw9fvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rWEM-ZU6AGtoOXwKR1VSEJk1ggV5fj7gWjATIQXs7aAQXvG-S3XUAKe8iEEpHEahzpXDFNpfJDIv3H7tUSeYMFbovv-pIXKEhhuX0Yc-ni_zd5S4jVsElOXvRrORp138CrLT4J48rHMc31uaH55PRKB-y0_Gzw2M-lotbmGNLiuScB71c6JIXw==&c=X4yzmz3Msq7UKUxLG7FZ7fdD1zwT671EhAtmIRFOAcalRl24O2R7qQ==&ch=VUfdGjgL2CqGTGzH5phm_o2LMjxxOtkrYKzJRTgNS9M74bz40gBNlg==
https://t7gw9fvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mffX_5Au9gjYk8GJqJ-Dh2fZrM8CTlyvLPxOycyEghF2yXdhzU_R7vDPkyXaWcB_BJVnKZ6vU6jbenDYhKD1lYauerk1gbNFPOxtOhIBr4VESj9-b7QMNVA5cHr-oPK5CRoaePxk12ltTNW61aGuYNDhPfVzuGqt&c=pZYNmFFVmeZBJcxsbkcH-EjDadvof-bUBdXjwSl0g38qDTX85ScX1Q==&ch=6Bk1jmHWSVoGD9r7ZD3TFYW3W4Hm5s_wDFWxFXr9i2HqhDSMgBdIBw==
https://t7gw9fvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mffX_5Au9gjYk8GJqJ-Dh2fZrM8CTlyvLPxOycyEghF2yXdhzU_R7vDPkyXaWcB_BJVnKZ6vU6jbenDYhKD1lYauerk1gbNFPOxtOhIBr4VESj9-b7QMNVA5cHr-oPK5CRoaePxk12nZuonZQ9oqMTZSkTLdvVYB&c=pZYNmFFVmeZBJcxsbkcH-EjDadvof-bUBdXjwSl0g38qDTX85ScX1Q==&ch=6Bk1jmHWSVoGD9r7ZD3TFYW3W4Hm5s_wDFWxFXr9i2HqhDSMgBdIBw==
https://t7gw9fvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZRdbb4lqTStOUtVKhkdtwxMRClg87IUttW2Zaifpjg5VjAlZA_5I7C4UK5j1ukpMnSxBtq-SsEPCP6Ritfmxw23C_1zk0ASstiwbPw-pJhpTUPqyzbIXPuomQ6vlubqx5B6LFXau287RVSGXlYbI1Lk4Cyq-3RUn8eG0vOw5rBiYKVlBNOzg7Q==&c=d9sDlPhZlwqmQh-1-2e4GtcK4N7vlyvHY9309ARwsElsB6t40FU2dA==&ch=NOC-TLazYS62fqzUPAYSRBg3x8On53BPSnbWCA9qCbwZe-ca_5E6-Q==
https://t7gw9fvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZRdbb4lqTStOUtVKhkdtwxMRClg87IUttW2Zaifpjg5VjAlZA_5I7C-OlX5z8vkbPXSJ3VQhCsXbsGOnNMOLhTuuZj25wariYiKEk8wS3ZxE006qK0CvalHTqHB7-XMiRi302hBgNL0WTHMhKQ6ps_IeYZ1GcTVVO7ypUIqOUytQsG2-MMFiuHQ0700TfW9W8FoULHQ-8SlpYIb077h1Pw==&c=d9sDlPhZlwqmQh-1-2e4GtcK4N7vlyvHY9309ARwsElsB6t40FU2dA==&ch=NOC-TLazYS62fqzUPAYSRBg3x8On53BPSnbWCA9qCbwZe-ca_5E6-Q==
https://t7gw9fvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZRdbb4lqTStOUtVKhkdtwxMRClg87IUttW2Zaifpjg5VjAlZA_5I7C-OlX5z8vkbDkUj9M_rRu6abSt83hJdqkb_nl0qE6eXBoxr7VHHTpV13WHU0TN32JGgL-vEM7pZlMCOzHPFr0BBcS1ECrfBY6-LFfpukYGUP2SJB-_wUPqbvxJMjks0vVme5BTceBQYKvaYHBSZR0k-aG_uVkWmCc7tnllCtRu0&c=d9sDlPhZlwqmQh-1-2e4GtcK4N7vlyvHY9309ARwsElsB6t40FU2dA==&ch=NOC-TLazYS62fqzUPAYSRBg3x8On53BPSnbWCA9qCbwZe-ca_5E6-Q==
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