
On the mind of the Rev. Adrian Dannhauser… 
 

I tried to have a second child in my late 30s. For me that meant a series of fertility treatments and miscarriages. It was a 

painful time, and after one miscarriage in particular, I ended up at a termination clinic. It was because of insurance 

coverage. My husband and I would have paid $2,000 out of pocket to have my OB perform the procedure (a D&C) at the 

hospital, whereas I could get the exact same procedure for $200 at the clinic.  
 

A few things stand out from that experience. 
 

First was my desire to make it crystal clear to every health professional I encountered that I had miscarried. I felt it 

important that they not see me as “someone who would have an abortion” -- whatever that meant. Someone who could 

welcome a child without disrupting my educational goals, career or family? Someone who was pro-choice except when it 

came to myself? At least myself as a thirty-something upper middle-class woman in a happy and stable 

marriage? Someone who had not been raped? I’m pretty sure there weren’t many people in my position of privilege 

coming through the doors of the clinic that day. Looking back, I’m a little embarrassed that I was so vocal about my 

miscarriage. 
 

Second were the doctors. I was the first patient of the day, and the doctor performing the D&C was running late, which 

meant I had some extra time to talk to the anesthesiologist. He said he worked at the clinic every Monday because he felt 

it was an important service to provide. I expressed my admiration. He and his wife had also dealt with miscarriage, and he 

was sorry for my loss. I expressed my thanks. 
 

Then the other doctor came in and was all business. He didn’t even make eye contact with me as he explained the 

procedure he’d be performing and how long it would take -- literally a matter of minutes. I started to feel nervous and 

looked at the anesthesiologist. He told me to count backwards from 10 and stroked my forehead, right at the hairline, until 

I went under. It was one of the most compassionate moments of my life, and I wrote a note to the clinic conveying my 

gratitude for his care. 
 

Third was another patient I met while in the recovery room. She seemed surprisingly chipper, laughing and chatting up the 

person who walked her through post-op instructions. Once that conversation was over, she turned to me. Right off the bat, 

she asked if I had children. Yes, an eight-year-old daughter, I told her. ”I have a one-year-old. My husband and I weren’t 

ready for another. One day, but not yet. His mom lives with us to help out, but it’s just too much right now, you know?” 
 

I was stunned. But I no longer felt the need to distinguish myself from those exercising their right to choose. My guess 

was that this woman felt some level of guilt since she was trying to justify her choice to a stranger. It was a choice that I 

wouldn’t have made based on what she told me about her circumstances. I couldn’t affirm her in it, but there’s no way I 

was going to make her feel badly about it. So, I just nodded politely. 
 

The Episcopal Church has declared that “we emphatically oppose abortion as a means of birth control, family planning, 

sex selection, or any reason of mere convenience.” 
 

Yet when it comes to the rule of law, the Church has maintained since 1967 its “unequivocal opposition to any legislation 

on the part of the national or state governments which would abridge or deny the right of individuals to reach informed 

decisions [about the termination of pregnancy] and to act upon them.” The Church views women’s reproductive health 

care as “an integral part of a woman’s struggle to assert her dignity and worth as a human being.”  
 

In light of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, the Church has reaffirmed its pro-choice position and 

commitment to continue to advocate at the federal level to protect reproductive rights. 
 

Of course, the membership of the Episcopal Church is not monolithic on whether abortion should be legal. There are those 

in our congregation on both sides of the issue. As we digest today’s news from the Supreme Court, please pray. Pray for 

those who are pro-choice and those who are pro-life. Pray for the woman who now has to worry if and where she can 

exercise her right to choose and whether she will be criminalized for it. Pray for those who advocate gun control and for 

those who do not. Pray for shooting victims and for shooters. Pray for the people of Ukraine and pray for the Russians. 
 

Then work where you can, in whatever way God calls you, for what you believe is right and just, noble and true. But keep 

praying for the people who oppose you. It is the only way we’ll arrive at God’s new creation together. 
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For those interested in a brief tour of the church’s art and architecture, please meet one of our volunteer tour guides at 

the Chapel of the Resurrection near the back of the church following the 11:00 a.m. service.  

 

READING SCRIPTURE WITH THE CHURCH FATHERS 
 

7:30 to 9:00 p.m. Join the Rev. Nathaniel Jung-Chul Lee, PhD for our ongoing course on Christopher Hall’s Reading 

Scripture with the Church Fathers. Learn how these early Christians – including their world, their perspective, and their 

interpretation of Scripture – can help us grasp the deep roots of what has grown into the faith we practice today.  
 

Remaining classes will be held on June 29 and July 6 from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Zoom. All are welcome, even if you 

haven’t read the book. Contact Nate at nlee@churchoftheincarnation.org with any questions. 
 

SIGN UP FOR A SUMMER SMALL GROUP 
 

Our summer small group series begins in July and will focus on Being Disciples by Rowan Williams, former Archbishop 

of Canterbury. In this book, Williams turns his attention to what is required for us to continue following Jesus and 

growing in faith. In doing so, it asks questions about holiness and the virtues, forgiveness, and how to maintain faith and a 

spiritual life in the midst of the world we live in today. 
 

Small groups will meet weekly for three consecutive weeks, and there are already three small groups to choose from: 
 

• Tuesdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Zoom (begins July 11) 

• Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00 p.m. on Zoom (begins July 12) 

• Thursdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Parish House (begins July 13) 
 

Contact the Rev. Dr. Nate Lee if you would like to participate in one of these lay-led small groups or to suggest another 

time and day of the week for creating an additional group. 

 

MORAVIAN OPEN DOOR BIRTHDAY BBQ 
 

This September is the 35th anniversary of our community partner and transitional housing facility, Moravian Open Door. 

We are kicking off the festivities on Friday, July 23, with a “Birthday Barbecue” at MOD (347 E. 18th St.). It will be an 

afternoon of fellowship, fun and food!  RSVP to the Rev. Adrian Dannhauser at 

adannhauser@churchoftheincarnation.org. Please also let us know if you have recommendations for barbecue sauce – 

whether it’s a mouth-watering recipe passed down through the generations or just a bottle you found at Trader Joe’s.  
 

All are invited to the party. Suggested donation of $20. Kids eat free. 
 

SUMMER HYMNS 
 

Do you have a favorite hymn you would like to sing as part of a Sunday morning service over the summer? Contact our 

Director of Music, David Ralph, through the church website, churchoftheincarnation.org/contact-us. Hymns should be in 

the 1982 Hymnal and seasonally appropriate. 

 

WEEKDAY WORSHIP AT INCARNATION 
 

Wednesday Holy Eucharist:  Join us each Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. for this Rite I spoken service of Holy Eucharist, 

which includes a brief homily and organ music. 
 

Thursday Candlelight Communion:  Join us each Thursday at 6:15 p.m. for Candlelight Communion, a service of Holy 

Eucharist that incorporates chant and silence as well as elements of contemporary worship. This service is informal and 

contemplative, with music led by a Cantor and a brief reflection by one of the clergy. You can also stream this service at 

youtube.com/churchoftheincarnation. 
 

Daily Office:  Services of Morning Prayer, Noonday Prayer and Compline are held via Zoom. To view the weekly 

schedule, go to churchoftheincarnation.org/worship. 

 

To receive access information for offerings held via Zoom, join our email distribution list by filling out the yellow Connect 

Card found in your pew or signing up through our website. 
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